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Members of the New Jeruſalem, 


IN BIRMINGHAM. 


Highly-eftcemed Brethren, 


As the following Diſcourſe was delivered 
in your audience, and is now publiſhed at your 
unanimous requeſt; to you, therefore, it is 
moſt peculiarly dedicated. As it has met with 
the cordial approbation of fo judicious a ſo- 
ciety, I the more flatter myſelf that it may 
be uſeful, and have ſome tendency to remove 
thoſe prejudices, whith rod many entertain 
againſt the doctrines and truths we profeſs. 


Tt ſeems expedient that we ſhould do all 
we poſſibly can to convince them that their 


prejudices are ill-founded, and to ſhew them 
plainly what our views really are. 


I well know, it is for this end you 
have defired the publication of the following 
Sermon. You wiſh the doftrines you profeſs 
may be univerſally known—that maukind may 
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examine them by reaſon and ſcripture—and 


impartially judge for themſelves whether they 
are true or falſe, | 


Sincerely uniting with you in that laud- 
able defire, I ſhall be happy to find that theſe 
pages anſwer your utmoſt expectations —that 
they are of religious uſe to every reader — 
and that the knowledge of the Lord Teſus 
Chriſt as the only God of heaven and earth, ar- 
dent Iove to him, true charity each to other, and 
pure goodneſs and truth may univerſally abound. 


T1 remain, Brethren, 


Your real Friend, and Servant in the Truth, 
F. PROUD. 


- « * 

. * 
Cv of 
+60 2 * — 
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FELLOW CHRISTI Aus, 


TRE eſſence of all true: - religion 
18 Lovf to GOD and MAN. However 
widely men may differ from each other 
in doctrine and opinion, yet all muſt allow 
that the religion which has not /ove and 
charity for its foundation, is vain, irrational, 
| and n * 
It is from this divine principle of love 
ml charity, all. our thoughts, words, and 
actions ſhould flow. True charity breathes 
nothing but good-ww1ll, kindneſs, and friend. 
tip to all mankind, whether friend or 
enemy. It is from this principle I deſire to 
addreſs my fellow chriſtians of all deno- 
minations. I with ever to ſtand at the ut- 
moſt diſtance from 6:gotry, party-ſpirit, and 
enthufiaſm; and I humbly intreat my readers 
to keep at an equal diſtance from thoſe in- 
veterate enemies to all candor, impartiality, 


43 | cool- 
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cool-reaſoning and ſcripture truth. I am 
well aware that thoufands look with an un- 
favourable eye upon that body of people 
with whom I have the honor of being con- 
nected ; and they are equally unfavour- 
able to the doctrines and ſentiments which 
we maintain, or rather, which they ſuppoſe 
we maintain : for I have good ground to 
believe, that thoſe who are the moſt prejudiced 
agamſt our views, are be leaſt acquainted 
with what they really are. a 
I cannot conceive that pious chriſtians 
of any denomination, or party, can poſſibly 
retain their prejudices againſt our doctrines 
any longer than until they become truly ac- 
quainted with them. And as we wiſh nothing 
more than to have them fairly and iuipartially 
inveſtigated, that men may be rationally and 
ſcripturally convinced whether they are true 
or falſe ; we have, therefore, taken the li- 
berty of laying the more eſſential and funda- 
mental deftrines of the New Church before the 
public, that they may know what they really 
are, and then judge for themfelves. 
But although we can freely and plainly 
inform men wHAT we believe and eſpouſe, 
we cannot fo eafily remove their prejudices 
in favour of 8 opinions; or pre- 
vail 
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vail upon them to give up ſentiments which 
they have ſo long imagined to be right and 
true. Having been in the ſame ſituation as 
themſelves, we can the more readily judge 
what their prejudices are, the views they 
entertain of our ſentiments, and the oppo- 
ſition they will make to them, until convinc- 
ed of their truth. 

Yet we believe, that when our leading 
doctrines are ſtated plainly and fairly, chriſ- 
tians in general will ſee no ground or reaſon 
to explode or oppoſe them. And when our 
real views of men and things are given, they 
will be convinced that our doctrines and 
ſentiments are of the moſt liberal, friendly, 
and peaceable nature. We only wiſh them 
to be candidly inveſtigated by divine truth, 
our religious views to be cleared of all miſ— 
repreſentation, and that chriſtians in general 
may know what we ſolemnly believe and 
profeſs. Being conſcious that we hold not a 
ſingle doctrine, but what is founded in the 
true and genuine ſenſe of the holy word, 
we ſhrink not from the cloſe and moſt par- 
ticular examination; being ever ready to 
prove the fallacy of thoſe tenets we reject, 
and the truth of thoſe we eſpouſe; by ſound 
reaſon and plain ſcripture. 

A 4 We 
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We would ever diſtinguiſh between 
goodneſs of life, and truth of doctrine; be- 
lieving there are great numbers in the chriſ- 
tian church, both of the eſtabliſnment, and 
of diſſenters of all denominations, who are 
in the good of life whoſe goodneſs of heart 
and conduct is ſuch, as to render them or- 
naments to human nature, uſeful to ſociety, 
and bright examples to mankind. 


We doubt not, but many ſuch charac- 
ters are to be found among clergy and laity: 
and their errors in faith, are to be imputed 
more to tradition, long compoſed creeds, and 
eſtabliſned ſyſtems of divinity, than to neg- 
lect, or inattention to the oracles of truth. 


We are alſo convinced, that a fad and 
viſible degeneracy in faith and practice, has 
taken place in the chriſtian world ; and that 
to ſuch a degree, that it is impoſſible for 
pure truth to be known, and a good life to 
flow from heavenly-principles, unleſs thoſe 
clouds of darkneſs, which have been ſpread 
over the holy word, be removed, and divine 
truth be again opened and made known to 

mankind, in its own native luſtre and glory. 
We conceive that the ſacred pages have 
manifeſtly predicted the declenſion and fal- 
ling away of the chriſtian church, and as 
fully 
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fully declared the reſtoration of Zion, the 
Lord's fecond coming, and the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a church and kingdom which ſhall 
be ſuperior to former ones, and ſtand for 
ever. And we have every poſſible proof 
that a rational mind can require, to con- 
vince us that the happy time 1s come for the 
accompliſhment of thoſe propheſies, which 
reſpect the latter days; and that the Lord 
is actually opening the divine truths of his 
word, for the illumination and happineſs of 
men ; that his ſecond advent 1s commenced ; 
and that he 1s gathering ſincere and pious 
minds, of all names and parties, to the bright 


ſtandard of truth; that there may be one 


Jehovah, and his name one, all over the 


earth ; and that all may know him, from 
the leaſt to the greateſt. 


That very great numbers do not, at 
preſent, believe this, we can as eaſily account 


for, as chriſtians can now account for the 


unbelief of the Jews, when our Lord firſt 
came : and as the few who then owned the 
Lord, and received his doctrines, did with 
holy zeal and love go forth to proclaim his 
coming, and publiſh his goſpel, and thereby 
were the inſtruments in the Lord's hand of 

converting both Jews and Gentiles to the 
| truth ; 
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trath ;—ſo it now becomes equally the duty 
of thoſe who have, in ſome degree, beheld 
the glory of the Lord in theſe latter days, to 
communicate what they have received, and 
publiſh the glad tidings of his ſecond ap- 
pearing. 

Vet we wiſh not any man to believe 
upon the credit of our teſtimony ; but rather 
that every one would examine for themſelves! 
If you aſk, what we would have you exa- 
mine? We anſwer, The writings of that per- 
fon who is by many conſidered as an enthu- 
ſiaſt, a viſtonary, or a madman—but who is, 
we are fully perſuaded, the ſcribe and meſ- 
ſenger of the Lord to mankind ; equally and 
as truly ſo in theſe days, as John the Baptiſt 
was at our Lord's incarnation. If you aſk, 
Are we to believe on the credit of his teſti- 
mony ? We anſwer, No. The man is out of 
the queſtion. What we deſire is, that fertous 
upright chriſtians would read his writings 
with an impartial, unprejudiced mind ; com- 
pare the doctrines therein contained, with 
the holy word; then judge for themſelves, 
and cordially receive the truth from rational 
conviction. 

We lament that any profeſſing chriſti- 
ans ſhould reject, oppoſe, and reprobate any 

doctrines 
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doctrines or tenets contained in thoſe writ- 
ings, until they have fairly and candidly read 
the works for themſelves; being aſſured they 
cannot make a proper judgment, before they 
have deliberately peruſed and ng: 
the works. 

If the doctrines contained i in the theo- 
logical writings of E. SweEDENBoRG, be not 
founded upon the pure and genuine ſenſe of 
the ſacred ſcriptures, we will acknowledge 
ourſelves under the moſt palpable deluſion; 
but if they are ſo founded, we cannot but ar- 
dently defire their wrverſal reception. If any 
of them be inimical to truth, the peace of 
ſociety, or the good of the kingdom, both as 
to church and ſtate, we will, upon proof, moſt 
heartily reject and condemn them. But if 
they promote the peace of ſociety, the good 
of mankind, and are founded upon the holy 
bible, it muſt be our intereſt to maintain 
them, and our duty to recommend them to 
our fellow men. 

What is contained in the following 
Diſcourſe, is humbly ſubmitted to the candid 
perufal of ſincere chriſtians ; the fundamen- 
tal doctrines we maintain are fairly flated ; 
to the teſt of ſacred truth every one has 
power to bring them; and they muſt ſtand 


OT 


X11 A CANDID ADDRESS, &c. 


or fall, according as they agree or diſagree 
with thoſe holy pages. If they are the truths 
of God's word, they vi and; and L:moſt 
ſincerely requeſt, that whoever reads the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, will not ſuffer prejudice 
for or againſt the author to have any influence 
upon their minds; that they will look to 
the Lord alone for illumination and direc- 
tion; and that they will ardently deſire to 
receive truth, wherever they find it; at the 
fame time being determined to unite good- 
neſs of heart and life, with truth of: doc- 
trine—and-then, I am perſuaded, they will 
be led and guided by the Lord in the right 
way to immortality and glory. 


Wiſhing all poſſible goodneſs and truth 
to mankind in general, and to the readers of 
this plain Sermon in particular, 


| IJ ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Their real F views, and Brother in the Truth and Kingdom 
| of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


THE AUTHOR. 


THE 


THE 
EUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES 


The New Jeruſalem 


VINDICATED. 


Is A. XXIX. 24. 


THEY ALSO THAT ERRED IN SPIRIT, SHALL COME TO UNDER- 


STANDING3z AND THEY THAT MURMURED, SHALL LEARN 
DOCTRINE. | 


My chriſtian friends and hearers, 


T HE freedom and plainneſs with which 
our views and ſentiments have been delivered 
from this pulpit, muſt, I ſhould ſuppoſe, as to 
thoſe who frequently attend here, render any fur- 
ther explanation unneceſſary, But ſuch are the 
prejudices of men, againſt any thing which does 
not ſquare with their own judgment, that they 
are too prone not only to repreſent the thing itſelf 
in a diſagreeable light, but alſo the perſon or 
perſons who maintain it. 


To 
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To be ſure a ſpirit of freedom and libera- 
lity does evidently ſpread and increaſe in the world, 
and we ſhould hope bigotry and party ſpirit will 
decreaſe in proportion; nevertheleſs, we muſt not 
expect they will diſappear in a moment, or a day. 
I am perſuaded, all who have made themſelves 
acquainted with the doctrines we maintain, and 
have weighed them in the ſcale of candor and 
impartiality, will confeſs they have found nothing 
in them unfavorable to the love of God, the 
peace of ſociety, and the good of mankind ; nor 
the leaſt article inimical to civil government, or 
eſtabliſhed religion. Yet it is à fact, that our doc- 
trines are oppoſed with conſiderable warmth and 
acrimony, and thoſe who maintain them are brand- 
ed with opprobrious epithets, and unchriſtian names; 
and what is ſomething ſingular, our doctrines are 
frequently repreſented diametrically oppoſite from 
what they are. The very ſentiments which we 
have labored to prove unſound and unſcriptural, are 
declared to be the ſentiments we maintain. A 
miſrepreſentation of this kind is ſo uncandid and 
unfair, that one would almoſt think it impoſſible 
for men profeſſing chriſtianity to be guilty of it. 
However, 


Truth, tho? long oppos'd, will victory gain, 
And falſchood's envious tales at length prove vain. 


That choſe who at preſent err in ſpirit, may 
underſtand ; and that thoſe who murmur, may 
learn doctrine; I ſhall, in this diſcourſe, 


Firſt, 


#0: FR 
Firſt, Briefly Bate to you the fundamental dottrines 


Wwe maintain; 


Secondly, Grve you our views of men and things, 
in a religidus light ; 

Thirdly, Bring both theſe to the teſt of the holy 
word 3 and 


Conclude with An appeal to the good ſenſe and under- 
 ftanding of my audience. | 


And firſt, As to the fundamental doctrines 
we maintain. We do molt ſincerely and cordially 
believe, upon the fulleſt conviction from the ſacred 
pages, that there is but one living and true Gad, 
that this God doth exiſt in one divine perſon only, 
and that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is that one God. 
We believe that, as. to his eſſential divinity, he 
is the Father—as to his divine humanity, . he is 
the Son—and as to his divine operation, -he is the 
Holy Spirit. We are convinced that he is our 
creator, redeemer, ſaviour, and regenerater ; that 
he deſcended into this world, or took upon him- 
ſelf our nature; in that nature ſubdued the pow- 
ers of hell, redeemed mankind, and made ſalva- 
tion poſſible to all; that he glorified that huma- 
nity, made it divine, united it with his own eſſen- 
tial divinity, and is therefore Ged and man in one 
i perſon. 


This is the Loxp ous Gop, the only God 
that we worſhip and adore 3 notwithſtanding ſome 
perſons, 


3 

perſons, either through prejudice, or ignorance of 
our ſentiments, have not ſcrupled to ſay, that we 
deny the divinity of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
whereas we politively believe him to be the only 
God. Others have ſaid, we deny the Father 
whereas we ſay that the Father is in him, and he 
in the Father; that he is the Father, the Jehovah, 
the only wiſe God. We therefore do not worſhip 
one God for the ſake of another, nor one perſon 
for the ſake of another perſon, but we worſhip the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, in the per- 
fon of Jeſus Chriſt, the one eternal Jehovah in 
the divine humanity. | 


Hence it is plain, that we worſhip and adore 
all that any chriſtian can do, who maintains there 
are three perſons in the Godhead, each of which is 
God; becauſe we worſhip the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, as one God in one perſon, though 
not as three Gods in three perſons. We ſay God 
is one, and that he can exiſt but in one perſon; 
becauſe a perſon muſt have a form, a form muſt 
have an efence—conſequently, three diſtinct eſ- 
ſences muſt be three diſtinct Gods, which can- 
not exiſt. 7 


Here, then, you ſee plainly we are chriſtians, 
| inaſmuch as we worſhip and adore the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt as our only God, our creator, redeemer, and 
ſaviour; to which I hope, and almoſt believe, no 
one preſent can make objection. 


But, 


1 
1 
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But, ſecondly, we ſincerely maintain the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of loving the Loxzp our Go 
with all the heart, ſoul, mind, and ftrength— 
which includes in it repentance, forſaking all evil, 
faith in the Lord, and obedience to his divine com- 


mandments. No one, I preſume, will object to 
this. And, 


Thirdly, we as zealouſly believe it our duty 
to love all mankind, even as we love ourſelves. 
We conſider them as our fellow men—our breth- 
ren ;—that we are not to live for ourſelyes, to 
indulge ſel f love, pride, covetouſneſs, love of the 
world, and of dominion—but to live for others, 
to be v/eful in life to all as far as we have power, 
to be meek, lowly-minded, and humble; doing no 
injury to any one in body, mind, or eſtate, but 
rather all poſſible good. That without this pure 
charity, and a life of uſes, we cannot be chriſtians. 


—Will any one object to this? I ſhould ſup- 
poſe not. 


Then, in the next place, we believe that man 
poſſeſſeth from the Lord, a freedom of will, either 
to do that which is evil, or chat which is good; 
that without this rationality and liberty he could not 
be man; that he has not /ife in himſelf (for no one 
has that, fave God only) but is an organ, receptive 
of life from the Lord. That he has a will, and an 
underſtanding, and is __— of knowing the Lord 


and 


130 1 
and ſpiritual things; of loving the Lord, and doing 
his heavenly will: but that all hig capability is from 
the Lord alone, and not from himſelf. 


And fifthly, We maintain that every one who 
believes in the Lord, and leads a good life, will be 
happy for ever; and that thoſe who do not believe 
in him, and who live a wicked life, will be miſerable. 
And that as the ſoul is the real man, a ſubſtantial 
ſpiritual form, it will at death be raiſed from the 
earthly material body, appear in the eternal world, 
and be happy or miſerable according to its ſtate. 
And that the body not being the man, being merely 
earthly, and given to accommodate us for this natural 
ſtate of exiſtence, will not be wanted in a ſpiritual 
ſtate, nor conſequently ever be raiſed. 


And ſixthly, We moſt firmly maintain that 
the Lord our God, is a Being of infinite goodneſs 
and mercy— that he is love and wiſdom, goodneſs 
and truth — that he loves all his creatures, and wills 
not the miſery of any one - that he caſteth none 
into hell, nor puniſheth them; but is in a continual 
endeavour to ſave them and make them happy, as 
far as 1s conſiſtent with his-own divine order and 
the freedom of the human mind; but that the 
wicked caſt tbemſelves into hell, and make them- 
ſelves miſerable by their own fins and iniquities: 
at the ſame time we believe that whoever is happy, 
is ſo merely of the divine mercy and goodnets of 

the 
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the Lord, and not of themſelves, or by their own 
power, 


And laſtly, We believe that redemption and 
falvation conſiſt in the total deliverance of our 
fouls from all the powers of evil and falſchood— 
the regeneration of our nature—the renewal of our 
minds—a transformation into. the image and like- 
neſs of God—a becoming ſpiritual and angelic in 
our life, will, and underftanding. And that the 
ſum and ſubſtance of true religion is, to love the 
Lord with all the heart our neighbour as we love 
ourſelves—to depart from all evil in heart and life, 
and hve in obedience to the divine commandments; 
at the ſame time acknowledging that all our power 
ſo to do is of the Lord, and not of man; and 
therefore, to the Lord alone we aſcribe all the 
praiſe, the honor, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


Thus, Sirs, I have laid before you, plainly 
and fairly, without reſerve, our fundamental doc- 
trines and views. I now proceed to give you our 


views of men and things in a religious light; and in 
this, I ſhall be as open and candid as in the 
article. 


And firſt, We are fully convinced from ob- 
fervation, reaſon, and ſcripture, that a general 
declenſton and falling away from pure primitive 
chriſtianity, both in doctrine and in life, hath taken 

B 2 place 
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place. We conſider that the doctrines and trutlis 
of the holy word are uniformly the ſame, and that 
the eſſence of religion is love, and its exiſtence, truth. 
But fo far are chriſtians from maintaining a uniform 
ſyſtem as to doctrine and opinion, that they are 
actually divided into numberleſs ſects, parties, and 
denominations, each one having a ſyſtem of their 
own, directly oppoſite to that of another. And, 
as to the life of chnſtians in general, we find not 
that love, charity, and goodneſs—that union, affection, 
harmony, and peace which ought ever to diſtinguiſh 
them from all others in the world. That there 
are many whoſe lives are ſuperior to their ſentiments 
and doctrines, we allow; but we are {peaking in 
general terms. | 


We plainly ſee, that error, tradition, and 
falſe doctrines abound—we cannot deny it—it can- 
not be controverted—this is actually the caſe among 
chriſtians. No two ſocieties are agreed, and hardly 

any two men, even in the more important doctrines 
of the bible. WMe not only fay this, but it is a 
common, an univerſal complaint. And while this 
is the caſe, and we ſee it before our eyes, we can- 
not help concluding, that what our Lord ſays, in 
Matt. xxiv. is fulfilled and accompliſhed. © A 
reſtoration of the church appears not only expe- 
dient, but eſſentially neceſſary to the exiſtence of 
true chriſtianity, of real bible religion. We are 
perſuaded that errors, falſe-doctrines, and evils, 
brought former churches to their conſummation; 
and 
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and that they actually have defaced, ſpoiled, and cor- 
rupted the chriſtian church, of all denominations, 
We think every judicious ſerious mind muſt ſee 
and-acknowledge the ſame. And, 


Thirdly, As we find when former churches 
came into this fallen ſtate, the Lord was pleaſed to 
interpoſe, by revealing more of his truth and love, 
opening the minds of men, and thus raiſed another 
church and people, or reſtored the fallen one; and 
as we can ſee many divine propheſies in the word, 
which particularly point to a more- glorious and 
happy ſtate of the church; as we know God is a 
God of truth and love, and will fulfil his word, fo 
we believe that he is now ariſing on behalf of Zion ; 
that he is now coming in divine power to illumi- 
nate the underſtanding, to affect the heart, to purge 
his floor, and build up the walls of our decayed 
Jeruſalem. But, then, 


Fourthly, We are perſuaded that this reſto- 
ration will not be effected by external appearances, 
dreadful judgments, and the like; but it will be ef- 
fected by the power of divine truth, a more extraor- 
dinary influx of divine wiſdom and love into the 
minds of men, and by the opening the internal 
ſpiritual contents of the holy word; and, conſe- 
quently, that mankind will be rationally and ſcrip- 
turally convinced of divine truth ; ſee, in the light 
of heaven, the errors and falſes which abound, and 
accede to the genuine truths and doctrines of the 

"4 word, 
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word, from a clear and full conviction of d 
that they are from the Lord. 


We ſay this will be the caſe, becauſe we al- 
ready find that the internal ſpiritual ſenſe of the 
holy word is revealed—the ſcience of Correſpond- 
ences made known—and divine truth appears in a 
light ſuperior to what we ever before knew, 


But, fifthly, We do not imagine that this ſu- 
perior illumination, and the reſtoration of the 
church, will be confined to any particular ſocieties, 
or denomination of chriſtians ; no, by no means,— 
We are convinced that the glory of the Lord will 
ariſe upon all denominations, and more eſpecially 
upon the clergy and miniſters of all denomina- 
tions. We no more think it 1s confined to our- 
ſelves, than we think the light of the ſun is fo 
confined. We ſay that this illumination will 
more eſpecially deſcend upon the clergy and mi- 
niſters, becauſe they are in the habits of ſtudy, 
meditation, and conſideration reſpecting religion 
and doctrine; and we believe there are great num- 
bers of the clergy who are men of ſcience, learn- 
ing, religion, and goodneſs, who are deſirous of 
knowing the truth, diſſeminating it amongſt their 
congregations, and of being uſeful to mankind ; 
conſequently, ſuch characters will be receptive of 
the divine influence, ' moſt readily communicate 
what is communicated to them, and be inſtru- 

ments 
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ments in the Lord's hand of reſtoring our fallen 
Zion. And, therefore, 


Sixthly, The worſhip of the true God will 
be reſtored. Seeing themſelves that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is God alone in his glorified huma- 
nity, they will gladly make it known to others, 
and do all in their power to promote the know- 
ledge of the Lord, faith in him, love to him, 
charity towards all men, and an obedience to the 
divine commandments. But, then, 


Seventhly, We conceive that this work will 
be gradual, and at firſt but flow in its progreſs, 
for many reaſons ;—firſt, they will have to com- 
bat the prejudices of men, in favor of their former 
views; their own temporal .intereft will be deeply 
concerned ; the oppoſition they will meet with 
will be great and powerful, for ſome time; and 
the light of divine truth can only enter and be 
received, as falſe doctrines and evils are given up; 
ſo that our Lord ſays, Wo unto them that are 
worth child, and to them that give ſuck in thoſe 
days (Matt. xxiv. 19); that is, to thoſe who la- 
bor to bring forth pure doctrines, and to feed 
men with the genuine truths of the word; and 
theſe are the miniſters. They will meet with 
much tribulation and oppoſition at the firſt, and 
until men are convinced- that what they inculcate 
is from the Lord. But, nevertheleſs, as the reſ- 
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toration of the church is of the Lord, he will 
ſupport his faithful ſervants in the .diſcharge of 


their duty, and in ſpite of every oppolition ruth 
will cop 


But as the Lord's new church and kingdom 
will be thus gradually introduced, and truth re- 
| ceived by rational conviction; ſo no particular 
change in civil government will take place, or be 
required, nor any material external alteration in the 
eſtabliſhed religion, or church ; that is, as to per- 
ſons, employments, charafters, and dignities : —the 
alteration will be in the minds of the men of the 
church, in their doctrines and views ; conſequently, 
in this diſpenſation, there will be nothing inimical 
to church or ſtate, but rather every thing to ren- 
der BoTH happy and permanent. 


The aclacipel change that will take place will 
be a change from error to truth, from diviſion to 
union and harmony, from enmity and evil to love 
and goodneſs ;—ſo that chriſtianity will wear a new 
aſpect, appear infinitely more glorious, and all the 


profeſſors of it be united in heart and life, in love, 
in faith and practice. 


Eighthly, Thoſe who maintain theſe heavenly 
doctrines now (whether in this town, or elſewhere) 
do not ſeparate from one congregation, ſociety, or 
church, more than another ; but only ſtand for- 


ward 


L 25 1 

ward to own and publiſh the truth of this diſpenſa- 
tion: and as the doctrines and truths now mani- 
felted from the Lord, are received by the clergy 
and the eſtabliſhment (as we have no doubt but 
they will) we ſhall rejoice with them, unite with 
them, return into the boſom of reſtored Zion, and 
be one with them in faith, in heart, and in life. But 
till then, we conſider ourſelves in the ſtate the 
church 1s deſcribed in Rev. xi. 14, that is, in the wil- 
derneſs, preſerved by the Lord from the face of 
the ſerpent, and propheſying in ſackcloth and 
aſhes; expecting to meet with oppoſition for a 
time, till the minds of chriſtians in general are more 
opened to the knowledge of this glorious diſpen- 
ſation. 1 810 


But we are ſupported from the following con- 
ſiderations :—firſt, We know that the work is of 
God, and that the doctrines and truths will ſpread ; 
ſecondly, We are aſſured the Lord is viſiting men, 
eſtabliſhing a new kingdom, according to all his 
bleſſed prophecies, and therefore that it will ſtand; 
thirdly, That his ſecond appearing will be known 
more and more that there ſhall be one Jehovah, 
and his name one—one church and one faith all over 
the earth ; and, laſtly, From the purity of our in- 
tentions, the convictions of our own minds, and the 
ardent deſire that we feel that all error, falſehood, 
and evil may be ſubdued, and nothing but truth 
gooaneſs, and charity abound among mankind. 


I ſhould. 
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I ſhould now proceed to bring both the fun- 
damental doctrines we maintain, and the views we 
have given of men and things, to the teſt of the 
holy word; but time will not permit me to do 
this ſo fully as I could wiſh, 


It muſt be evident to every one, that to 
adduce all thoſe parts of the holy word which 
confirm and prove the ſentiments and views above 
mentioned; to compare thoſe texts with what has 
been ſaid; and to confirm every diſtin doctrine 
thereby, would take up a great deal of time; 
yea, much more than 1s allotted to one diſcourſe. 
Moreover, the clouds of error and falſe doctrine, 
which intercept the light of divine truth from the 
minds of men, muſt firſt be removed, before 
the ſacred word can be ſeen and underſtood in 
its true, genuine, and ſpiritual meaning; for by 
the bare letter of the word, almoſt any doctrine 
whatever may be confirmed, ſo long as its inter- 
nal ſenſe is not known. So we ſee that all 
denominations of chriſtians, however oppoſite in 
their opinions, confirm them all by the letter of 
the word. Hence it will be of but little ſervice 
to thoſe who differ from us, were we to prove 
what we have advanced by the word, ſo long as 
they ſuppole they can equally prove from the ſame 
book their own very oppoſite ſentiments. But 
as this very . circumſtance muſt convince them 
that the holy word cannot be rightly underſtood 
by chriſtians in general, it does, at the ſame time, 
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ſhew the neceſſity of knowing the true and real 
ſenſe of that word; and that can only be by 
turning the mind to that ſuperior illumination 
which the Lord is now vouchſafing to mankind, 
in opening the ſpiritual ſenſe of his holy word, 
revealing the ſcience of Correſpondence by which 
it is written, and thus leading the erring mind to 
the pure fountain of all truth. 


If it be aſked, How are we to obtain the 
knowledge of this ſcience, and of the ſpiritual 
true ſenſe of the ſcripture? I reply, By reading, 
with an unprejudiced mind, thoſe writings, by 
which that ſcience: is fully opened, and that ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe made known; I mean the writings 
of the Hon. E. Swedenborg. If you aſk, How 
could that perſon open and make known ſuch 
divine ſcience and wiſdom? I anſwer, Juſt as 
well as the prophets could declare the word of 
the Lord, or the revelator John write the apo- 
calypſe. If you aſk further, How can we know 
that he was ſo commiſſioned and inſpired ? I would 
add, Juſt in the ſame way as we know the pro- 
phets and the revelator, with the apoſtles, were; 
that is to ſay, by reading his writings, being 
: rationally convinced of their truth, and that no 
man could have thus written, unleſs he were 
taught of God. 


z 


However, as to the doctrines I have advanced, 
they are ſuch as I have frequently laid before you, 
and, 
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and, I preſume, you have examined them by the 
word of truth. That God is one, that the Lord 
Jeſus is that God, that to believe on him, love 
him, keep his commandments, and love one ano- 
ther, are ſo ſelf-evident, and ſo fully confirmed by 
the word, that I need not attempt - the confirma- 
tion here. And as to what I have ſaid under our 
ſecond head of diſcourſe, I muſt, for want of 
time, refer to your own candid and impartial con- 
ſideration, wiſhing you at the ſame time to take 
the holy word for your guide, and examine every 
article by reaſon and ſcripture. Permit me, there- 
fore, to conclude with an appeal to the good ſenſe 
and underitanding of my audience. 


Is it not clearly evident to each one of you, 
that a ſad declenſion and falling away from pure 
truth and primitive chriſtianity has taken place ? 
Do not the diviſions, diſſentions, and oppoſite ſyſ- 
tems of religion, convince you that we have loſt 
ſight of the pure doctrines of the holy word.? Can 
any thing bring churches into deſolation and ruin, 
if error, falſchood, and evil, do not? And have we 
not every reaſon, from divine prophecy, to expect 
the day. when the Lord will build up Zion—cauſe 
her ſubjects to ſee, eye to eye—when thoſe that err 
in ſpirit ſhall come to underftanding, thoſe that 
murmur learn doctrine when Jehovah ſhall be 
one, and his name one—and when all chriſtians 
ſhall be of one heart, and of one ſoul ? 


When 
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When the Lord Jeſus appeared in the fleſh, 

but few comparatively received him or his doctrine 
for a time; great numbers oppoſed his word 
with conſiderable violence ; bur at length, many 
of thoſe who were moſt: violent againſt him, 
received his doctrines, and became his diſciples. 
We expect it will be the ſame now—we can 
make every poſſible allowance for thoſe who re- 
ject the doctrines we maintain, becauſe we have 
done the ſame ourſelves heretofore. Whether 
we are right or wrong, can only be known by 
a candid, unprejudiced examination of thoſe do- 
cuments, which we are aſſured are from the Lord; 
and until they are thus examined, no ſenſible, 
judicious chriſtian mind, will attempt to oppoſe 
or condemn. While we are zealous for the ſpread 
of divine truth, and openly 'avow our ſentiments, 
we as ardently deſire to promote goodneſs of heart 
and life, well knowing that truth without good, is as 
light without heat, or as a- form without life: 
To love the Lord our God with all the heart, 
ſoul, mind, and ſtrength; our neighbour as our- 
ſelves, and in faith and love do the will of our 
heavenly Father, are eſſential doctrines in our creed; 
and to live a life of this kind is our utmoſt am- 
bition and endeavor. And J appeal to my au- 
dience, whether. ſuck doctrines and ſuch life are, 
or are not, well pleaſing to God—ſafe for our 
own ſouls - conducive to the peace and good of 
ſociety—and an example worthy every man and 
woman in the world. 


We 
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We do not conſider ourſelves as a ſe or 
party, united to oppoſe other denominations, but 
as a few perſons collected together out of all ſo- 
cieties, under the influence of divine love and 
truth; looking round us upon our chriſtian breth- 
ren, of all names and parties; conſidering them 
as travelling on and verging round to the bright 
ſtandard of divine truth, which the Lord hath now 
erected in the land, and which, through his infinite 
mercy, we have gained ſight of a little before others 
of our fellow chriſtians. And, impelled by the pureſt 
motives of love and charity towards them, we 
take the freedom of pointing them to the ſame 
ſtandard, that they with us, and we with them, 
may rejoice together in the truth, mercy, and 
goodneſs of the Lord our God, in theſe laſt 
happy days of ſuperior light and love. 


And now, my chriſtian hearers, I ſubmit 
the above obſervations to your good ſenſe and 
candid conſideration, and conclude by, turning our 
text into a prayer, ſaying, May all that err in 
ſpirit, come to true underſtanding ; and all that mur- 
mer, learn pure heavenly doctrine, that we may 
all live under the influence of love, charity, good- 
neſs, and truth, here, and be happy together here- 
after, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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